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A Burrito Fan Visits
Ruiz Foods

To help celebrate the company's 40th
anniversary, the president (of the United

States) drops by.

BY WAHRKEN THAYER

o wihal % it ke o fide inoa
presidential modoncade? At
Drinaha, Calif,-bhased Buiz

Fondls, quile @ few poople know: Fred
Kuiz, Kim Ruiz Beck, Mark Hannay,
David Brickner, Bay Lacasse, Bryce
Kuiz, Steve Wimih and Glen
McClaran. All of them had the some-
witial surmeal experience when
President George Bush came to wisit
the company on Ociober |5

It all began when the White House
callled Ruiz Foods to inquire about a
possihle visit from the preshilent a fiew
weeks carlier. Naturally, everybody
thought it was a joke at Arst. But this
wtlvainee man somehow had the ring
of credibdiity, and, In fact, the
Dinuba, Calil-based company hald
sent @ letter of nvitation a couple
manths before.

“Dear George .. ."
“We'd becn skiting around brain-

storming how to celebrare our 40th
annlversary that's coming in tanuary,
and our presidend, John Signorinoe,
sabid, “Wouldn't it be greai i the pres-
ident of the United States came to
visit our plani?® recalls Kim Ruiz
Beck, vice chalman So a one-page
letter was dmfied, explaining thot the
campany, the largest Mexican frozen
food manufaciurer in the couniry,
would leve a presidential visit 1o help
with the celebeation. Alter all, 9285 of

waw.rliretailer.com

Ruiz emplovees are Hispanie,
and the company is Imvodved
in & program to help workers
get housing. Mot only that, bat
the locarion made it & perfect,
high-wisihility stop.

Fingers were crossed, It
nobody dared ler hopes get oo |
high. Affrer all, Fresident Hill
Clinton had said “no thanks™
some vears agn. Hul about 10
days carlier, Buiz had been one
of 2% companies honored as
the U5, Small Business
Administration’'s "Best ol the
Besi™ at s Golden Anniversary
Hall af Fame [nduction cere-

shie says. I was a onoe-im=a=lifetime
CXpErienoe.”

The day of the visit, “0ur plant
wis nod our plant. The Secret Service
wis there, and we hnd very little con
trol over anything, We got 1o meet
the president, and he's lorger than life

Huiz Foods Chairman Fred Ruiz, right, weolcomes
humgry burrits fan

mony In Washington, D.C, And
In 1983, company Co-Founder
and Chairman Fred Ruiz and his
Lither, Loiis, lid besn honored as
amall Business Persons of the Year by
President Bopald Keagan and Vice
Preawdent George Bush 5. in the Rose
Ganden ol the White Hoose, Perhaps
o, Bush Jr. would come (o visit the
I:“II.'IFIIII!:r’.

There were more calls from more
White House people, more questions,
a visil frem apother advance man,
and then. nothing. Bul a day or fwo
before the visit, Buiz got the wornd;
“He's coming.”

The rest was & pretty much o
happy blur, Beck says, "It was very
emationnl, seeing my father and
grandiather recognized years ago,
and now meeting another president.”
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but 5o condial and friendly. He's very
much a people person.®

President Bush toured the whole
facility, with the exception of produc-
thon, Beck figures there were two mea-
sons for that. Firt, Bush tries 1o min-
lmkze the consideralble disruption
coused by his visis o, well, jusi
about anywhere. And secomd, “The
complexity of smocking up amd all
wioalld have been difficull, and [ jus
couldn't see the Secret Service gaing
through all that.®

S0 now, the big gquestion: Bs Bush
a burrite fan? Told that the company
produces three million burritos a day,
the president sald, “For a burrita
lower, | am in heaven!® =
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